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Abstract
The concept of respect 1s integral to human interaction, yet its representation varies
across Western and Lastern languages. This paper explores the linguistic and cultural nuances
of respect i both language groups, highlighting differences in expression, politeness strategies,
and non-verbal cues. By examining linguistic structures and social norms, we uncover how
respect 1s encoded and manifested m communication across cultures.
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The concept of respect 1s fundamental to human teraction across cultures, but its
expression can vary greatly between Western and Fastern languages.

In Western languages, such as English, respect 1s often conveyed through polite
language, formal greetings, and courteous behavior. For example, using titles like "Mr." or
"Ms." when addressing someone, saying "please” and "thank you" regularly, and maintaining
eye contact during conversations are common ways to show respect.

In Eastern languages, such as Japanese or Korean, respect 1s often deeply embedded mn
the language's grammar and vocabulary. There are specific honorifics and polite forms of
speech used to address others based on their age, social status, or relationship to the speaker.
For mstance, adding "-san" i Japanese or "-nim" in Korean to someone's name signifies
respect, and using honorific verbs and speech patterns demonstrates deference and
politeness.

Moreover, in Eastern cultures, respect 1s often shown through non-verbal cues and
gestures, such as bowing, offering gifts with both hands, and avoiding direct confrontation or
disagreement in public settings.

Opverall, while the concept of respect 1s universal, its expression varies in Western and
Eastern languages due to cultural norms, linguistic structures, and social etiquette.
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